


Dear Parents/Carers of Year 2 pupils,

Welcome back to Year 2 and the start of Spring Term 2026! This letter will highlight the main aspects of the topics your child will be covering this term.


RE
During spring 1 our topic title will be Galilee to Jerusalem-
Pupils will build on their Year One understanding of who Jesus is and explore how his parables and miracles reveal the nature of God. They will learn how parables convey deeper truths about God and revisit key themes such as God’s call to humanity, seen in the story of Noah, and the significance of Baptism in welcoming people into the Christian family. 
	
Spring 2 our topic will be Desert to Garden-
During this term we will make links between the forgiveness Jesus shows at his Crucifixion and the ministry of Jesus studied in the previous branch. They will also explore how Lent is a time of reconciliation and forgiveness for Christians because they want to restore their relationship with God to be ready to celebrate the Resurrection. They will develop an early understanding of the Sacrament of Reconciliation.
	


English

In English this term, we will have a focus on alternative traditional tales. We will be looking the story Rapunzel written by Bethan Woollvin. We will be developing vocabulary to describe a range of characters, adding conjunctions to extend sentences and expanded noun phrases to add detail.

Later in the term we will be reading the story Julian is a Mermaid (by Jessica Love). We will be concentrating on punctuating sentences correctly, writing for different purpose, handwriting, and presentation.

We will also be looking at non-chronological reports using the book the big blue whale as our focus book. 
We will finish spring term by looking at poems from The Puffin Book of Fantastic First Poems 
	
[image: The Puffin Book of Fantastic First Poems | Penguin Books Australia][image: Julián Is a Mermaid (Hardcover) - Walmart.com]
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Maths

In Maths children will develop mental maths skills with early morning maths and fluency maths sessions in addition to daily maths learning and activities.
These are the concepts we will be covering this term;
· Statistics – Totaling and Comparing Amounts in Block Graphs, Pictograms, Tables and Tally Charts
· Written Addition Method
· Commutativity in Addition but not in Subtraction
· Written Subtraction Method
· Problem Solving with Addition and Subtraction in a Range of Contexts
· Time – Telling the Time: O’clock, Half Past, Quarter Past and Quarter To
· Time – Estimating, Ordering and Comparing Time
· Numbers above 20 – using Mental Addition and Subtraction
Science

This term we will be learning about materials. We will be investigating different every day materials and their properties. We will be discussing how materials are used and for what purpose. We will be investigating the suitability of a range of materials including wood, metal, plastic and glass. We will be conducting experiments to explore the durability of different materials and the different ways they can be used.

We will also be exploring the basic needs of animals including humans. We will be learning about the importance of exercise and nutrition to help us survive. We will be starting to understand about the process of preproduction and growth in animals.

Computing

Spring 1- word processing
·  Identify the main keys on a keyboard and use them for typing.
· Use the ‘spacebar’ correctly when typing short words or sentences.
· Type capital letters using the ‘Shift’ key.
· Explain that the keyboard is an input device used to enter information.
· Type sentences using a word processor and make simple text changes.
· Select text and use on-screen buttons to alter its appearance.
· Create documents with images and text, using keyboard shortcuts.
· Use copy and paste, different text styles and credit source materials.

Spring 2- Introduction to coding
· Explore a new application independently.
· Explain what the blocks on ScratchJr do and use them for a purpose.
· Recognise a loop in coding and why it is useful.
· Use a code to create an animation of an animal moving.
· Use code to follow and create an algorithm.
· Program code to run ‘on tap’.
· Explain the role of the blocks in a program they have created.







Geography

In the last half of the spring term, our topic question will be: Why is our world wonderful? In this unit we will be using maps to identify and locate characteristics and human and physical features. We will be identifying and explaining the differences between oceans and seas and naming and locating the five oceans on a world map. We will be conducting fieldwork in our local area and investigating natural habitats. We will be researching, collecting data and presenting our findings in different ways.


History

This term our topic question is: How did we learn to fly? We will be identifying important events surrounding the history of flight and explaining how a significant event (such as the moon landing) has changed the lives of others. We will be learning about noteworthy people such as the Wright brothers, Bessie Coleman and Amelia Earhart. We will use primary resources to find out about people and events in the past. By the end of the unit, we will be able to correctly order events on a timeline.

Art & design

This term, our topic is sculpture and 3D: clay houses. We will be learning how to flatten and smooth clay, roll shapes successfully, make a range of marks in clay, join clay shapes and create patterns. We will be experimenting with designs in our sketchbooks using drawings which we will then bring to life in clay. We will be making a basic pinch pot and creating a clay house tile.

PHSE

This term our PHSE topic is ‘Dreams and Goals’. We will be discussing how to achieve realist goals and how perseverance can allow us to do this. We will be thinking about our strengths and how we can learn well and achieve with others.

Later in the term, our topic will be ‘Healthy Me’. We will be discussing how we can motive ourselves to be healthy and make healthier choices. We will think about how health and nutrition can support us to have a healthy mindset.

Music
This term covers two musical units of Work. All the learning in Spring term 1st is focused using ‘I Wanna Play in a band’ where children will be using our Charanga music scheme of work to support their learning. Children will listen to a range of music and band music learning how even in music we use teamwork and work together. Children will explore a historical context of musical styles listening to and learning a song from ‘The Beatles’.
In Spring term 2nd we will focus on the charanga unit ‘Zoo-time Animals’, where we will link poetry and the historical context of musical styles. We will listen to and follow musical instructions and play a part in time with a steady pulse.






PE
This term PE is again on Wednesday and Thursday.
Team building 
Participate in team games - apply skills individually, in pairs and in small groups and begin to organise and self manage own activities.

Gymnastics
Explore and develop basic gymnastic actions on the floor and using apparatus. Develop gymnastic skills of jumping, rolling, balancing and travelling individually and in combination to create short sequences and movement phrases. Include the use of shapes, levels and directions.

Please ensure that your child has the appropriate PE kit worn to school on the day of their lesson. For outdoor PE they should wear trainers, a navy or royal blue tracksuit and fleece, shorts will be allowed in warm weather. Please ensure that all earrings are removed before coming to school.

ROUTINES AND EXPECTATIONS

Spellings will be given out on Fridays and will be tested the following Friday.
Reading is encouraged every night and it is very important to listen and ask your child questions about the text they are reading because this helps to develop their comprehension.

It is also important for your child to learn their mental maths skills and be able to answer them in any order (this also includes counting patterns of 2’s, 5’s and 10’s in readiness for timetables). As well, asking them mental questions to help with their addition and subtraction would be an asset.
(Eg. 19 + 5 = ?, double 12, halve 14, 33 +   = 40, etc.)

Homework will be given out on Friday and to be completed on the following Friday. 
At Home

At home, in order to help your child there a few simple things you could do:
· Read with your child daily, asking questions about the book
· Learn spellings weekly
· Practice counting patterns of 2’, 5’ and 10’s in preparation for times tables.	(The more the children practice, the easier maths becomes)
· Learn maths facts such as doubles and halves and play maths games together. Interactive learning games are great (daily maths, purple mash and top marks are great sites)

For more information, please see Year 2 Long Term Overview and Knowledge organisers found on our school website under the Year 2 class webpage.

If you have any questions or concerns please feel free to contact us.

Yours Sincerely,
Ms Allen and Ms Ozaltun– Year 2 Teaching Team
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